
INVEST IN EARLY INTERVENTION
FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

NYS DOH and its Early Intervention
Coordinating Council (EICC) have
recognized the dire need to increase
reimbursement rates and stop the
hemorrhaging of EI providers. The NYS
EICC passed a resolution calling on an
11% rate increase to be included in the
Executive Budget Proposal.

Unfortunately, once again, the
Executive has included no Early
Intervention increase leaving Early
Intervention rates the same as they
have been for almost 30 years.

PROVIDE 11% INCREASE TO EI REIMBURSEMENT RATES
New York State’s terribly low reimbursement rates are causing thousands of children with
developmental delays and disabilities to go without sorely needed Early Intervention (EI)
services. 

These EI services, for infants and toddlers up to three years of age, include physical therapy,
speech therapy, and other types of services based on the needs of the child and family and
can have a significant impact on a child’s development, ability to learn new skills, overcome
challenges and can increase success in life. 

Many reimbursement rates for providers are lower now than in the 1990s when the program
first started. These extremely low rates cause providers to leave the field, with families and
children waiting for – or being denied – EI services.  



The Early Intervention (EI) program, authorized under Part C of the federal Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), provides critical services for children with disabilities and
developmental delays from birth to three years of age, and their families. Research has
shown that EI services, provided in a comprehensive, coordinated and collaborative
manner, as intended by law, are cost-effective and successful in improving long-term
prognoses and minimizing the need for life-long services. 

An investment in EI is clearly both fiscally and socially prudent.

The financial needs of the Early Intervention service system have been neglected over the
past three decades, leading to a capacity crisis that threatens the viability and availability of
EI services to the nearly 70,000 toddlers and their families who depend on them.  Early
Intervention providers are leaving the field to earn significantly more in other settings
despite the promise of real and lasting improvements for the infants and toddlers with
disabilities who are served by the program. This pattern of inadequate compensation has
led to a critical shortage of EI providers, which has resulted in delays in service delivery
across the state. New York State is failing to meet its legal obligation to ensure access to
timely evaluations and services for infants and toddlers with developmental delays. 
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